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Special Correspondence of The Sundaj Republte
Washington, D. C, March 4. "What t.n

your department to sottla the existing
troubles between labor and capital?"

I asked this question of Secretary Cor-tely-

aa we sat together In office In
tho Department of Commerce and Labor
yesterday afternoon.

The Secretary was looking over reports
from his various bureaus, and checking off
statistical Items running high Into the mil-
lions.

Ho has, you know, about fifteen of the
most important bureaus hi the United
States employing more than
10,000 men, and entailing an annual ex-

penditure of mors than $10,000,000.

All tbo Government and
Information about tho big
and combinations of capital, as as
question connected with labor, come before
him, so that to a certain extent he repre-
sents Uncle Sam in all his relations to the
two.

The Secretary replied:
"The Department of Commerce and la-

bor has no executive functions In settling
tho troubles of capital and labor. It can-
not Interfere with either party In any
controversy that may ailse.

"All that It alms to Is to furnish the
fullest information possible aa to existing
conditions. In order that each party may

mora fully Just what thoso
conditions are, and bo guided thereby In

a settlement."
"What of information, Mr. Secre-

tary?" 1 asked.
"All kinds," waa the reply. "Every-

thing that, bears on tho relation of labor
to capital. Tho elements of cost in vari-
ous products, tho articles controlled by
trusts and other combinations of capital,
and the cfTects that such trusts have on
prices.

"Wo aro collecting Information as to
wages, and hours of work, the compara-
tive cost of living and tho kind of liv-
ing In different parts of the United
States, the material, 'social.
and moral condition of the workmen, as
well as to all matters relating to contro-
versies and disputes between employers
and employes.

"This Information Is for capitalists and
wage earners They aro on a perfect
equality here. Tho department acts only
as an Information bureau or an

oilice. to enable each party to a bet-
ter of the actual con-
ditions are."

UNCLE SAM AS
"But, Mr. Secretary, the department

gives Information to both parties, and it
is perfectly Impartial. Why It not bean arbitrator between them?"

"Tho Department of Commerce and La-
bor has no legal authoritj to act aa an ar-
bitrator between capital and labor,"

Secretary "I see no rea-
son, however, why any of Its officials may
not act as arbitrators of labor controver-
sies If requested to do so by the

of both parties.
"Corp-esi- . ou know, has recognized

the of industrial arbitration by
the act of October 1. 18S1. tinder whlh thngreat Chicago strike of 1SS1 was arbitrated.
inat act was repealed by the broader act
of June 1, 1ES- 3- Both of acts, how-
ever, related only to disputes between em-
ployers and employes engaged In Inter-
state commerce."

"How the arbitration In the an-
thracite coal rtrlkc7"

"In that strike a commission was
by tho President at the request

both operators and miners, and Its author-
ity to make a binding award, rested only
in the agreement of the operators and
miners to abide by Its decision. As you
know, the labors of that commission were
successful."

"But, Mr. Secretary, aro not such
troubles Increasing?"

"I think not," was tho answer. re-
lations of capital and appear to be
growing better. A variety of Influences

operating to this end. Tho National
Civic Is bringing about a bet-
ter understanding between employers and
employes In som of the country, and
much is oemg done in otner waya to te

industrial disturbance: as. for In-
stance, by means of trade agreements.
These agreements have been made em-
ployers and employes coming together
largely through their to
establish wages, hours of labor and other
matters for a fixed period. Such agree-
ments prevent strikes and lockouts, and at
tho present time seem to be one of tha
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strongest fores making for Industrial
peace.

SFUCIAL LtXil51j.VnU.N.
"We havo also had some legislation by

the various States as to boycotting, black-
listing, company stores, women and child
labor, which has removed some of the
causes of friction between. employers and
emplojts

"Arbitration boards to which labor con-
troversies may be tubmlttcd have been
provided for bv ttventj-on- e of the States,
but only in a few raes btve h boards
been ablo to accomplish much in the

of aggravated difficulties. They
are clileflv advisory bojrd-t- . having no
power to enforce thoir decisions."

"How many people are there In tho
United States, Mr. Secretary, who work
with their hands?"

"You wlil find that In tho census re-

ports." replied Secretary Cortelyou "Take
out all who are engaged as proprietors,
clerks and professional men and wo find
that there are eighteen and one-ha- lf mil-
lions who work for wages with their
hands. Some of thes-- are rf.illed workmen
and others unskilled. Of the total num-
ber about four millions are women "

"What percentage of the whole belong to
tho labor unions?"

"It 13 estimated that there are about two
millions belonging to tho unions."

"How about wages? Aro they Increasing
In the United States?"

"Yes." replied Secretary Cortelyou. "The
Bureau of Labor has been making an In-

vestigation of that subject, and its esti-
mate is that wages are now on the aver-
age about 15 vv cent higher than they
were in 1831. 1895 and 1E56. and 10 to 32

per cent above the wages of 1E50. when
they were higher than at any previous
time in our history."

C03TS MORE TO LTVU
"How about the cost of living? Has not

that also increased?"
"Yes," replied the Secretary. "The Bu-

reau of Labor has Investigated that sub-

ject, and It finds that the average cost of
living of 1902 over that of 1SS0. the country
over, had Increased S.3 per cent. Too in-

vestigation was based on the Increase In
the retail prices of food on an estimated
amount used by each fami.ly."

"Can you irfve the cost in different parts
of the country?"

"Yes." said the Secretary of Commerce
and Labor as he picked up a report nnd
went over the figures. "The average cost
nf food per family estimated by averaging
2.567 families in different parts of the
United States was SH4.61 each.

"In the North Atlantic States the aver-
age in round numbers w as $300 per family,
and in tha South Atlantic States $312 per
family. In the Western States it was W22

and In tho South Central States It was J310.

These figures arc based entirely on the re-ta- ll

prices of food, and nrc believed to be
fairly representative of its actual coat to
the workingman."

"What Is your department doing as to
th-- Kreat combinations of capital?"

"The bureau of corporations, replied
Secretary Cortelyou, "has been gathering
from all sources the information already
available as to the various combinations
of capital which come within its Juris-
diction. It Is compiling that Information
and studying it in order to define the scope
of Its Inquiries for more specific informa-
tion from such corporations or combina-
tions."

"Will tho Information the department
gathers be confidential or will It be print-
ed so that all may know Juit how the va-
rious corporations stand?"

"Some of the information of a general
nature will be published and distributed,
but as to certain specific Information re-

lating to particular corporations the act
creating the department expressly pro-
vides that it is gathered for the purpose
of enabling the President to make recom-
mendations to Congress for needed legis-

lation. Such Information will be neces-
sarily confidential as far as tho Depart-
ment of Commerce and Labor Is con-
cerned. It will be gathered in the public
Interest, but none of It can be published
except at tho express direction of the
President."

"But, Mr. Cortelyou, many people look
upon jour department as the watchdog
of tho Investor and stockholder?" said L

DUTIES WELL DEFINED.
"Congress did not specify liny caso as

one In whose Interest tho bureau is cre-
atedwhose watchdog It shall be. Its
duties aro plainly defined, and will bo
performed with impartiality, without re-
gard to special Interests, and for the
benefit of the whole public"

"Will It not make our financial condi-
tions more stable?" I asked.

'"Yes," replied Secretary Cortelyou. "I
think there Is no doubt but that the work
of the bureau of corporations will have a
steadying Influence on financial conditions.
It will disseminata actual knowledge of
general corporate affairs and this will
largely eliminate the fear
which arc so often disturbing factors in
the financial and Industrial world."

The conversation here turned to com-
mercial matters, and I asked Secretary
Cortelyou to tell me something about our
business abroad. He replied:

"Our foreign trade Is In at very satisfac-
tory condition. w exported more goods
last year than "r!ng any preceding year
in our hi: W Sur exports to Europe wej
a hundr. Millions greater than in 1902

and 60 per cent In excess of those of a dec-ad- o
ago. Wo have Lairjacid ocr exports

to different countj'-- s ci Jtforth America
80 per cent and In Suath America we sold
last year 35 per cent more gcods than we

MMtGRANTJ ATCLUd
JJL.RNB, JVd if yrcn

did the year before. To Asia and Oceania
our exports have trebled In the last ten
years, and to Africa they have become flv o
times as great. Our Imports are also In-
creasing, although not so rapidly. Last
year we Imported more goods than In any
preceding jcar. Indeed, In 1903 the Im-
ports amounted to nearly a billion dol-
lars."

"But Increased imports mean money go-
ing out of the country, Mr. Cortelou,"
said I. "That Is, money thrown away."

"I don't think o," was the reply. "It
shows that tho country is prosperous and
that business is good. About one-ha- lt of
tbetotal Imports consists of manufactur-era'-materia- ls

and a large part of the Is

composed of foodstuffs and arti-
cles- which wo do not produce at home.
Much of the manufacturers' materials go
abroad again In another shape, and theso
materials lsat jear amounted to

Is an increase of almost 50 per
cent over similar Imports in 1903. That in-
dicates tho enormous increase In our man-
ufacturing Industries within the past ten
years."

WE LEAD THE WORLD.
"How does the growth of our trade com-

pare with tliat of other nations, Mr. Cor-
telyou?" I asked.

"Very favorably .Indeed." whs the reply.
"Our exports of domestic products are
greater to-d- than those of any othercountry, and our exports are growing more
rapidly than those of any other nation. In
1875 we shipped abroad in round numbers
four hundred and ninety-seve- n million dol-
lars" worth of goods, and In 1903 the sum
had grown to one thousand four hundred
and fifty-seve- n million dollars. In 1875 the
United Kingdom exported one thousand
and eights -- seven million dollars' worth of
goods while In 1903 its exports were one
thousand four hundred and fifteen million
dollars' worth. In other words, in that
time we Increased our exports almost 300
per cent, while those of the United King-
dom Increased less than 40 per cent. In
1875 our export trade was not half as great
B3 that of Great Britain and Ireland. In
1303. wo exceeded the latter country by
forty million dollars' worth of exports.
Germany, in 1S75. had an export trade of
ninety-si- x million dollars In excess of that
of tho Unitpd States. In 1903 It was mors
than two hundred and fifty million dollars
behind the United States The United
Kingdom and Germany are. next to tho
United States, the largest of the export-
ing nations. So vou see how wc grow."

"Who are our best customers among the
cations, Mr. Secretary?" I asked.

"The United Kingdom, bv far," was the
reply. "It takes moro of our exports than
any other country, although Germany and
Canad-- i take a ereat deal, and the percent-
age of increase in their case Is larger. We
are Increasing our trade to Russia, having
more than quadrupled It In the last ten
years. We are also selling mora goods to
Mexico than ever before."

SKINNER AND ABYSSINIA.
"How about Mr. Skinner's expedition to

Abyssinia, Secretary Corteljou. Will that
expedition payr'

"'I think that closer business relation-
ships will prove valuable to our country
in every case, whether they be with large
nations or small ones, especially with
thoso nations whoso consuming powers are
in a stage of development. The wise and
experienced nations of the world, which
have been studying the art of developing
their export trade, omit no opportunity to
cultivate commercial relations with all
countries. I think tho United States can
with profit follow their example."

"Our foreign Consuls all report to you,
Mr.' Cortelyou? How do they compare
with tbe commercial agents of other na-
tions?"

"'Yes, they report to me through the
State Department.'" was the reply. "The
comments by tho newspaper and business
mcp. of other nations Indicate that our
Consular Service compares well with that
of other countries, but that Is not enough
from an American point of view. While
tho work of many of the Consuls Is of a
very high grade there can ho much Im-

provement. This fact waa fully recognized
by the President and by those of his of-
ficials who have Immediate supervision of
the work of tha Consuls. The suggestions
made by the business public from time to
time with reference to the practical
problems which confront them In their at-
tempts to Increase their export trade will
undoubtedly prove helpful In this direc-
tion. Tho Consuls are essentially commer-
cial officers. They should play a. moro vltaj
part in the extension of our foreign trade.
Their relations to tho new dcpirtmcnt are
one of Its pressing problems. The Depart-
ment of Commerce and Labor will do its
share in tho effort to Improve this service
whenever Improvement is shown to ba
needed."

IMMIGRATION QUESTION.
"Returning to the labor question, Mr.

Secretary. Tell mo something about our
Immigrants. I understand we had almost
a million last year?"

"The actual number of the Immigrants
who landed in 1903 is 857,000. That Ik tho
most we have over had in a single year.
Wo came nearest it In 1SS2, when 789,000

were admitted."
"That is an enormous number of peo-

ple," said I. "Is Uncle Sam big enough to
digest an annual meal like that and re-

tain hla true Americanism?"
"That question Is a grave one," replied

Secretary Cortelyou, "especially consider-
ing tho class of immigrants we are now
getting. Until within the post fifteen years
practically all of our Immigrants came
from Northern and Western Europe, and
they were largely of Teutonic stock. They
wera Intelligent and industrious, and they
havo taken a large part in building up the
country. In molding our institutions and
contributing to our high standard of
American, citizenship."

"Within the past fifteen years much of
our Immigration has been from Southern
and Eastern Europe, composed of elements
by no means so desirable, classes which
do not easily osimllato with us. which
congregato In cities and communities by
themselves, and which may in some de-

gree constitute an unwholesome element
of our population. During tho past year
000.0iO of this class of Immigrants were
landed, constituting almost 70 per cent of
tho year's immigration. A large percent-
age of these people do not read or write
in any language and it will be long before
they can bo made Into good American citi-
zens." FRANK G. CARPENTER.

Copyright. 1804. by F. O. Carpenter.
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SPECIAi
Fort Dodge, la., March 6. The

G. W. Pratt of this city, mar-
ried John end Mlia Betsy Pear-
son, ending the last of a
romance of many years.

Betsy then a young girl,
ago In the home

of the la to Holland Norton of this city,
a well to do man, as a servant. Tha death
of his only and death
of his wife left Mr. Norton alone In the
world.

The girl was a good in
cv ery way, and Mr. Norton made a

to her that if she would agree to
look after his home for him he would not
only pay her wages, but at his
death he would see that ehe was well
repaid for her to
this John had won her
heart and her consent to become bis wife.

Part of the with Mr. Norton,
howev or, was that she was to remain sin-
gle while In his This put an end
to the but John to
wait. Mr. robust health was a
matter of concern to the faithful John and
Betsy. Betsy's old mother in Sweden
wanted her to come and see her. but she
dared not for fear might hap-
pen in her absence. ...,,

Upon the death of Mr. Norton
Miss Pearson was made of tho
will to the extent of the home and cash in
tho bank. Now her and that of
her lover are made

Confronted by

New York, March 6. When Mrs. Lena
Smith of No. 71 Morris street, Jersey City,
was in the First Court,
that city, on a charge of a

In last with
John Baker, she was
by William Smith, her first who
Bha believed died from in a

at two years aco.
"I you wore dead,

said tho woman, her
bands. Then she as If about to
fall, and a court caught her.
She

"At the they told me he had
gone." she nald; "and I they
meant be had died."

Smith that he bad never
with his wife from the day ha

was from the Being
about hla change in

he krpt away from all who knew him.
Vii fc'ml'h waa arrested on of
-- . ee V. Finn, mother of
. t She was held in J500 baU to await

&e action of th (wnd Jury.

Our Immense of

The extent variety of our spring stock is
enormous. We there

be a tremendous demand for our goods
year, we have largely increased our

facilities in our workrooms
delivery until we know we
can of orders, large or small,

On Our Magnificent Rug Floor
We arc showing over different grades, styles,
designs and sizes, and we hundreds of
Rugs for immediate delivery of the 2,000

you see
the acres and acres of we can

on a day's notice.

Straw Mattings and Linoleums

rtains

many people will furnish temporarily that
have laid large these goods popular
prices. We headquarters for Chinese and Japa-
nese Mattings, Domestic and Imported Printed and
Inlaid Linoleums and grades of Linoleums
plain colors.

Lace Curtains, Draperies and
We are showing large line of Not-
tingham, Bobbinet and Ruffled Muslin Curtains
which are dainty and pretty and which inex-
pensive. Also fine Snowflake Curtains, very

bedrooms. You buy almost anything
you like goods Cotton Reps and Armures,
Madras and Printed Fabrics, and line Couch
Covers in sorts of designs most attractive.

AU Special Prices and Very

Fourth Washington Ave.

AID THE!) WEDS,

Iowa Woman Eemained
Housekeeper Who

Wealth When
He Died.

HER SUITOR WAS

They Have Just Married After
Years Waiting

Owners Home
Cash Bank.
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thereby chapter
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regular

faithfulness. Previous
agreement Lyndell
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something

beneficiary

happiness
faithful complete.

THOUGHT HER HUSBAND DEAD.

Woman Nearly Swoons When
Suddenly Him.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL.

arraigned Criminal
contracting

bigamous marriage January
Frederick confronted

husband,
smallpox hos-

pital Paterson
honestly thought

unhappy clasping
swayed
policeman

quickly recovered.
nospltal

thought

admlttod com-
municated

discharged hospital.
sensitive appearance

complaint
husband

v'

With Siock

and
something realize that
will
this and

warehouses, and
departments that

take care all
promptly and efficiently.

2,000
have Room.

of each
kinds. You cannot appreciate, until this
department, floor cover

stock

Couch Covers.
exceptionally

line
tasty
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BELT FREE!
I OBEflT ELECTRQ.QHEMie BELTgiSgSoHf iSl: will restore joa to health and happl- -i
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HOW FAILURES
OUR MARKETS.

Importance Exasperated, Thotis
They Cause Some Selling: of

American Stocks.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL.
New York, March The great number

of failures banking firms Berlin,
Paris, Vienna. Lyons and other European
cities, which have been reported by cable
during the last few weeks created consld-erab- 'o

disturbance in Wall street, especial-
ly when the figures liabilities for one
house alone were placed at 55,000 000.

Inquiry among German banking houses
with International connections, however,
brought OJt the fact that the Importance
of these failures was exaggerated, except
In that Is showed that tho uncertainties of
war are till dangerous to tho financial and
commodity marsets. various statements
about tho world having changed in this ct

In tho contrary notwithstanding.
Wall Street indeed feared that-thes- e fail-

ures might seriously affect American
scuritlei which are largely held abroad,
and attributed some heavy selling of cer-
tain shares to the influence of one these
failures.

According to the opinion many Ger-
man bink.n. however, this was not true,
although it is not denied that American
shares Qia suner on uns uxuwi.

all the parts,
assists nature in its sublime
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One of the bankers explained the relation
between the financial centers of the two
countries in this way:

"Every jear, as the Interests of the va-
rious countries broaden and their com-
merce reaches out. the financial relations
between the various countries grow more
intimate and also more Intricate. In ths
days when we had no cables and bad news
traveled slowly, there was lees importance
attached to failures abroad. Nowadays,
however, the world Is one great village,
and trouble In one section Is re-
flected In every other section.

"Nowadays Europe holds large amounts
of American securities. Many of them
were bought at comparatively low prices,
though, perhaps, as low as they am
now. These securities, however, are"bound
to suffer from financial panic such as was
seen on the Paris Bourse last week.

So far as we have been able to find out,
tho firms that failed were heavily interest-
ed in Russian securities. These Russian
bonds declined heavily and probably would
have declined more if a great many firm,
bad not preferred to withhold them frorv
a market which was unwilling to take
them except at startling concessions.

"Instead, they sold other oecurlUes It
order to realize cash to protect

In this way
were sold Kafllrs, French rentes, consoK
American railway shares and other

Of course, they were sold wherever
the market seemed to offer the best

There was probably some selling
here for the Arms which failed, or were
about to fall, and our market felt it. The
effect, however, was not so great as some
people wanted us to believe It would be."

It the joy of the household, for without
it no happiness can he complete. How
sweet the of mother and
nn?eis smile at and the
thoughts and aspirations of the mother

bending over the cradle. The ordeal
which the expectant mother mustpasa, how-

ever, is so full of andjTering that
she looks to the hour when she shall

feel the exquisite thrill of motherhood with indescribable dread and
fear. Every woman should know that the danger, pain and horror
of can be entirely avoided by the use of Mother's Friend,
a liniment for external use only, which toughens and renders
pliable and
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perfect safety

BEST

and without pain. per
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